o Letters
Sounds
# Words

@l @ PURPOSE )

Phonics instruction helps students
understand the relationship between
letters and the sounds they represent.
Developing strong phonics skills
allows students to decode unfamiliar
words, improve reading fluency,
strengthen spelling, and build
confidence as independent readers.
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This Teaching Assistance Guide (/]
‘ provides educators with practical
strategies, classroom organization (]
ideas, and instructional °
recommendations for supporting
phonics development in a o
structured, engaging, and
| student-centered learning
environment.

o LETTER RECOGNITION

Students learn to identify uppercase
and lowercase letters and connect
them with their corresponding

Sy
sounds. (i\t i\
Focus on: =

© Letter names Aa
@ Letter sounds

@ Visual recogpnition

PHONICS SUPPORT

Building Strong Readers, One Sound at a Time!

Transitional Kindergarten (TK)
Kindergarten

Elementary School (Grades K-3)
Reading Intervention Programs
English Learner Support

Special Education Classrooms

Literacy Specialists

Homeschool Educators

S WHO CAN BENEFIT B W& WHY PHONICS »
INSTRUCTION MATTERS

This guide is designed for:

Phonics is one of the building blocks of
literacy. When students learn how letters
and letter combinations represent sounds,
they become more confident readers

and writers.

Effective phonics instruction helps students:

Decode unfamiliar words
Improve reading fluency
Strengthen spelling skills
Expand vocabulary

ding confid
Improve writing accuracy
Build phonemic awareness
Develop lifelong literacy skills
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Consistent practice through meaningful
activities helps students apply phonics
skills during authentic reading and
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PHONICS ESSENTIALS

Engaging lessons

Daily practice

Visual supports
Multi-sensory activities
Small-group instruction
Positive encouragement
Consistent routines

Meaningful practice

writing experiences.

© Alphabet sequencing [ﬂ BIC|D

LETTER-SOUND —o
RELATIONSHIPS 6 ]
Students practice connecting ‘
individual letters with the L I_/_ ;I
sounds they represent. S
) Examples include: ) -: - I
@ Beginning sounds s
@ Ending sounds Tlg A
@ Medial vowel sounds
@ Sound isolation q}) ). ‘
E F I @ Sound matching £/ _J

o SEGMENTING WORDS

Students break spoken words
into individual sounds.

(d/olg)
Examples: \ / Ig,"
@ Dog— /d/ /ol /g/
© Fish > /f/ /il Ish/

Segmenting strengthens
decoding and spelling skills.

tomorrow.

PHONICS BUILDS
STRONG FOUNDATIONS!
Every sound learned

today helps students
become confident readers

© Hish-rRequencY woros

Students practice reading commonly used
words that appear frequently in text.

Instruction should include: [
the | and
@ Word recognition
@ Repeated practice you
@ Reading in context
@ Writing activities
I see the dog

PROFESSIONAL TEACHING TIPS

@ Use multi ry acti to e g
@ Review sounds and patterns regularly.

@ Provide explicit, systematic instruction.

@ Differentiate instruction to meet student needs.

@ Celebrate progress and encourage effort every day!

( o WORD FAMILIES

Successful phonics lessons typically
include several key areas of instruction.

€) sLenoiG sounos

Students combine individual
sounds to read complete words.

Examples:

OQ /s Jal I > cat

@ /s/ /u/ /nf = sun

@ /m/ /af /p/ = map
Blending activities help students
transition from recognizing
sounds to reading

connected words.

." cat hat

Introduce common spelling patterns
that help students recognize groups il man fan
of related words. Il

il top hop
Examples: E :
& ot | big pig
© -ap cake bake
© op | light night
© -ake T—
© -ight

Learning word families encourages
pattern recognition and improves
reading fluency.

@ EVERY STUDENT CAN GROW!

With consistent support.
engaging lessons, and
maeaningful practice, all
students can develop
strong phonics skills and
a lifelong love of reading.
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~ ANYTHING! |

PLANNING A
PHONICS LESSO

Effective Planning. Engaging Lessons. Strong Readers! =
T . &gl t]

' @ AFTER INSTRUCTION

&% DURING INSTRUCTION

o u BEFORE INSTRUCTION

Prepare students for learning. Keep students actively engaged. Reinforce new learning.

Checklist: Include opportunities for students to:

Listen to sounds. "
Say it!
Repeat sounds aloud.

Blend sounds into words.

Suggested activities include:

[ Identify the phonics skill being taught. Read decodable texts.

() Gather instructional materials. Complete word sorts.

[0 Introduce learning objectives. Practice writing words.

Segment words into sounds. Match pictures with words.

[ Review previously learned sounds.

Read simple words. Play review games.
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() Prepare visual supports.

Build words using letter tiles. Complete exit activities.

Practice with partners.
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Participate in interactive
games.

W CLASSROOM PHONICS ACTIVITIES @ SUPPORTING DIVERSE LEARNERS sl ASSESSING STUDENT PROGRESS

Keep instruction engaging with a variety Students develop reading skills at different rates. Menitor phonics development through

of hands-on experiences. Flexible instruction helps every learner succeed. ongoing observation and practice.

Ideas include: Provide Assessment ideas include:

@ Alphabet mnd'unggmm [/} P.od(at chart aetmbts @ Visual alphabet charts @ Letter naming

@ Letter tile building @ Picture-word matching @ Picture cues © Lettensound identification

@ Sound sorting activities @ Sound bingo @ Multi-sensory activities © Blending words

@ Beginning sound hunts @ Roll-and-read games @ Manipulatives © Segmenting sounds

@ Rhyming games @ Phonics scavenger hunts @ Small-group instruction @ Reading decodable words

@ Magnetic letter centers @ Whiteboard practice @ One-on-one support © Reading simple sentences
© Repeated practice opportunities © Dictation activities
@ Movement-based learing @ Informal teacher observations \ =
@ Audio support when appropriate © Running records i e
@ Frequent positive feedbach @ Student reading conferences

Use assessment results to guide future
Rotating activities helps maintain student interest ‘ instruction and provide targeted support.

while reinforcing key skills.

Create an environment where phonics materials are easy to access and use. . - — -at

Consider including:

@ Alphabet displays @ Dry erase boards -et
@ Sound walls © Word family cards TG e s e —
@ Pocket charts @ Decodable readers 4 ‘

@ Letter tiles @ Storage bins for literacy games

@ Magnetic letters © Clearly labeled learning centers |

\ STRONG PHONICS TODAY. CONFIDENT READERS TOMORROW! ]
B =
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/ RECOMMENDED
W CLASSROOM SUPPLIES

l Helpful materials include:

W7

| @ Alphabet cards @ Flash cards
@ Magnetic letters @ Storage bins
@ Letter tiles @ Reading pointers
@ Pocket charts @ Word family cards
@ Dry erase boards @ Literacy center organizers
@ Dry erase markers @ Pocket folders
@ Alphabet posters @ Laminating supplies
@ Sound wall materials
@ Decodable readers

0 Introduce one Review previously
new phonics learned skills
concept at a time. regularly.
Focus on mastery Frequent review
strengthens retention

and budds confidence. | |
ajt

 Celebrate growth

Connect phonics

instruction to 4 and effort,
meaningful reading not just accuracy.
experiences.

Apply siills in
real texts.

TEACHER REFLECTION
CHECKLIST

After the lesson, consider the following:
Students met the learning objective.
Students correctly identified target sounds.
Students successfully blended words.

Students demonstrated increased
confidence.

Activities kept students engaged.

Small-group instruction met
student needs.

Materials supported learning.

R DO D000

Additional practice has been identified
for students who need it.

‘56 ool

TEACH o
INSPIRE
GROW

Encourage students Use hands-on
to say sounds aloud materials whenever
while reading. possible.
Manipulatives make
\/I'I'I! /q/ Int learning concrete
B sl 0.
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Provide frequent
opportunities for
students to apply
new skills.

Use authentic
reading and writing
tasks daily.

PHONICS SUPPORT

RECOMMENDED CLASSROOM SUPPLIE

Equipping Classrooms for Strong Phonics Learning!
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(B CLASSROOM ORGANIZATION TIPS

Create an environment where phonics
materials are easy to access and use.

Consider including:

@ Alphabet displays @ Dry erase boards

@ Sound walls @ Word family cards
@ Pocket charts @ Decodable readers
@ Letter tiles @ Storage bins for
@ Magnetic letters literacy games

An organized literacy space encourages
. students to practice independently.

" SOUNDS
LETTERS
WORDS

—

FREQUENTLY ASKED \
QUESTIONS '

How long should phonics
instruction last?

Short, focused lessons taught
consistently each day are
generally more effective
than longer, infrequent
sessions. Daily review and
practice help students

retain new skills.

Should phonics be
taught in isolation?

No. Students benefit

most when phonics
instruction is connected to
authentic reading, writing,
speaking, and listening
activities.

How can | help
struggling readers?
Provide explicit instruction,
repeated practice, visual
supports, and opportunities
to apply phonics skills during
guided reading and small-
group instruction.

What classroom activities
reinforce phonics skills?
Games, literacy centers,
word-building activities,
decodable texts, picture
sorts, interactive writing,
and partner practice all
provide meaningful
opportunities for
reinforcement.

" PHONICS
BUILDS

This Teaching Assistance Guide is intended to support classroom phonics instruction and
early literacy development. Teachers should adapt instructional strategies, pacing, and
materials to meet grade-level expectations, district curriculum, and the individual learning
needs of their students. Effective phonics instruction is systematic, engaging. and integrated
with meaningful reading and writing experiences to build confident, capable readers.

READERS!
A
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